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ABSTRACT  

 

 

Objectives: This study aimed to investigate the relationship between 

poverty and crime rates in urban areas of Sindh, Pakistan. Methods: A 

quantitative approach was employed, utilizing a cross-sectional design 

and data from 150 participants. Crime data were collected from local 

law enforcement agencies, while poverty data were obtained from 

government sources and census records. Results: Descriptive statistics 

revealed that the average crime rate in the urban areas of Sindh was 

28.10, with a standard deviation of 3.14. The average income level was 

17,000 (Rs.), with a standard deviation of 3,500, while the average 

unemployment rate was 75.87%, with a standard deviation of 10.78. 

The average education level was 67.98%, with a standard deviation of 

10.32. Statistical analyses, including ANOVA tests, indicated a 

significant association between poverty indicators (income levels, 

unemployment rates, and education levels) and crime rates (p < 0.05). 

Conclusion: The findings highlighted that higher poverty levels, higher 

unemployment rates, and lower education levels were linked to higher 

crime rates in urban areas of Sindh. These findings emphasized the 

importance of implementing comprehensive interventions that address 

poverty as a key factor in crime prevention and reduction strategies in 

urban areas.  
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INTRODUCTION  
 In urban areas worldwide, the 

intricate relationship between poverty and 

crime rates has long captivated the attention of 

scholars, policymakers, and communities alike 
1. Understanding the causes and consequences 

of this association is essential for effective 

crime prevention strategies and the pursuit of 

social equity 2.  

Crime rates tend to be 

disproportionately higher in economically 

deprived urban neighborhoods compared to 

their affluent counterparts 3-4. While poverty 

alone does not cause crime, various 

interconnected factors often converge to create 

an environment conducive to criminal 

behavior. Socioeconomic disparities, limited 

access to quality education, inadequate 

healthcare services, unemployment, and 

inadequate housing contribute to the cycle of 

poverty, which can, in turn, foster criminal 

activities 5. Furthermore, the concentration of 

disadvantaged populations in these areas 

intensifies social disorganization, erodes 

community cohesion, and weakens social 

control mechanisms, providing fertile ground 

for criminality to thrive 6. 

 The consequences of high crime rates 

in impoverished urban areas extend far beyond 

immediate victims 7. They perpetuate a cycle 

of fear, inhibiting economic growth, and 

deterring investment and development efforts. 

Communities burdened by persistent crime 

face diminished quality of life, limited 

opportunities, and a profound sense of 

insecurity, making it challenging to break the 

cycle of poverty and achieve social progress 8. 

Policy implications arising from the 

association between poverty and crime 

demand a multidimensional approach. 

Effective strategies should focus on addressing 

the root causes of poverty, such as promoting 

inclusive economic growth, creating 

employment opportunities, and ensuring 

equitable access to education, healthcare, and 

housing 9. Furthermore, strengthening 

community policing, enhancing social support 

systems, and fostering community engagement 

can help restore trust, encourage cooperation, 

and rebuild social bonds within urban 

neighborhoods. Targeted interventions that 

provide support and rehabilitation for 

individuals at risk of engaging in criminal 

activities can also play a crucial role in 

breaking the cycle 10. 

This scientific inquiry aims to shed 

light on the intricate relationship between 

poverty and crime rates in urban areas, 

offering a comprehensive understanding of the 

underlying causes and consequences 11. By 

examining the complex interplay between 

socioeconomic factors and criminal behavior, 

policymakers, researchers, and community 

leaders can develop evidence-based strategies 

to mitigate crime, promote social justice, and 

foster inclusive urban development 12. Through 

a holistic approach that addresses the 

multifaceted challenges facing impoverished 

communities, urban areas can be transformed 

into safer, thriving, and equitable 

environments for all residents.  

MATERIAL AND METHODS  

Study Design  

This research employed a quantitative 

approach to investigate the association 

between poverty and crime rates in urban areas 

of Sindh, Pakistan in 2022 and 2023. The 

study utilized a cross-sectional design, 

comprising 150 participants and the gathered 

data was analyzed. 

Data  Col lect ion  

a. Crime Data: Official crime statistics were 

obtained from local law enforcement agencies, 

including reports of various types of crimes 

such as theft, burglary, assault, and drug-

related offenses. Data was collected for a 

specified time period. 

b. Poverty Data: Socioeconomic indicators and 

poverty-related data were obtained from 

government agencies, census records, and 

other reliable sources. Variables such as 

income levels, unemployment rates, education 

levels, and housing conditions were considered 

to assess poverty levels within each urban area. 

Sample  Select ion  

Urban areas of Sindh were selected 

based on their geographical diversity and 

representation of various socioeconomic 

conditions. A purposive sampling technique 

was employed to ensure inclusion of 

neighborhoods with varying degrees of 

poverty rates. Care was taken to avoid bias and 

ensure the sample represented a broad range of 

urban settings. 

Data  Analysi s  

The collected crime and poverty data 

were subjected to rigorous statistical analysis 

to explore the relationship between poverty 

and crime rates in urban areas. Descriptive 

statistics such as mean, median, and standard 

deviation were calculated to summarize the 

data. ANOVA test was conducted to control 

for potential confounding variables and 

identify the independent contribution of 

poverty to crime rates. Statistical software 

packages of SPSS 23.0 were used for data 

processing and analysis. 
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Ethica l  Considerat ions  

Ethical guidelines and privacy 

regulations were strictly adhered to throughout 

the study. The research protocol was reviewed 

and approved by the relevant institutional 

review board to ensure the protection of 

human subjects and data confidentiality. 

RESULTS  
 The descriptive statistics for crime 

rates and poverty indicators in urban areas of 

Sindh, Pakistan was analyzed in terms of 

mean, median, and standard deviation for each 

variable. For the variable "Crime rate," the 

mean was 28.10, indicating the average crime 

rate in the urban areas of Sindh. The median, 

which represented the middle value, was 25.2. 

The standard deviation was 3.14, suggesting 

that the crime rates showed relatively low 

variability. Regarding the poverty indicators, 

the table included three variables: "Income 

levels (Rs.)," "Unemployment rate (%)," and 

"Education level (%)." For "Income levels 

(Rs.)," the mean was 17000, representing the 

average income level in the urban areas of 

Sindh. The median was 15500, indicating that 

half of the areas had income levels below this 

value. The standard deviation was 3500, 

suggesting a moderate amount of variability in 

income levels. The "Unemployment rate (%)" 

variable had a mean of 75.87, reflecting the 

average unemployment rate in the urban areas 

of Sindh. The median was 70.0, indicating the 

middle value. The standard deviation was 

10.78, representing the level of variability in 

unemployment rates. Lastly, the "Education 

level (%)" variable had a mean of 67.98, 

indicating the average percentage of education 

level in the urban areas of Sindh. The median 

was 65.10, representing the middle value. The 

standard deviation was 10.32, suggesting the 

variability in education levels. These 

descriptive statistics provided an overview of 

the central tendencies and variability of crime 

rates, income levels, unemployment rates, and 

education levels in the urban areas of Sindh, 

Pakistan (Table 1). 

 Association between poverty 

indicators and crime rates in urban areas of 

Sindh, Pakistan was also recorded. The table 

includes three poverty indicators: "Income 

level," "Unemployment rate," and “Education 

level” (p<0.05). Overall, the table 

demonstrated that there was a significant 

association between poverty indicators 

(income level, unemployment rate, and 

education level) and crime rates in the urban 

areas of Sindh, Pakistan. The findings 

suggested that higher poverty levels, higher 

unemployment rates, and lower education 

levels were associated with higher crime rates 

(Table 2).  

 The crime rates for different types of 

crimes in urban areas of Sindh, Pakistan were 

statistically analyzed and the findings revealed 

that most prevalent crimes were Theft, 

Burglary, Assault and Drugs related crimes. 

For the type of crime "Theft," the crime rate 

was 41%. The associated p-value was very 

small (0.00001*), indicating a statistically 

significant relationship between theft and 

crime rates in the urban areas of Sindh. The 

crime rate for "Burglary" was 14%, for 

"Assault" was 23%, for "Drugs related crimes" 

was 17%, and the crime rate for "Others" was 

5%. Based on the available information, it can 

be inferred that theft had the highest crime rate 

among the listed types of crimes in the urban 

areas of Sindh (Table 3).  

Table 1: Descriptive Statistics for Crime Rates and Poverty Indicators in Urban Areas of Sindh, Pakistan 

 Mean Median Standard Deviation 

Crime rate  28.10 25.2 3.14 

Poverty Indicators  

Income levels (Rs.) 17000 15500 3500 

Unemployment rate (%) 75.87 70.0 10.78 

Education level (%) 67.98 65.10 10.32 

 

Table 2: Association between Poverty Indicators and Crime Rates in Urban Areas of Sindh, Pakistan 

Poverty indicators  Crime rates  Chi-square value p-value  

Income level  48.90 35.04 0.00001* 

Unemployment rate  37.56 7.88 0.00494* 

Education level  52.83 18.84 0.00001* 

*indicated that the value is significant at p<0.05 

 
Table 3: Crime Rates by Type of Crime in Urban Areas of Sindh, Pakistan 

S. No Type of crime  Crime rate (%) p-value  

1 Theft  41  

 2 Burglary  14 
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3 Assault  23 0.00001* 

4 Drugs related crimes  17 

5 Others  05 

*indicated that the value is significant at p<0.05 

 

DISCUSSION  
The present study aimed to unravel 

the association between poverty and crime 

rates in urban areas of Sindh, Pakistan. The 

results of the study revealed important findings 

regarding the relationship between poverty 

indicators and crime rates, as well as the 

prevalence of different types of crimes. 

The descriptive statistics for crime 

rates and poverty indicators provided valuable 

insights into the central tendencies and 

variability of these variables. The average 

crime rate in the urban areas of Sindh was 

found to be 28.10, with a relatively low 

variability indicated by a standard deviation of 

3.14. This suggests that crime rates were 

moderately stable across the studied areas. 

Examining the poverty indicators, the 

average income level was 17000, with a 

median of 15500, indicating that income levels 

were concentrated below this middle value. 

The moderate standard deviation of 3500 

suggests some variation in income levels 

across the urban areas. The average 

unemployment rate was 75.87, with a median 

of 70.0, reflecting a high level of 

unemployment in these areas. The standard 

deviation of 10.78 indicates some variability in 

unemployment rates. The average education 

level was 67.98%, with a median of 65.10%, 

showing a moderate level of educational 

attainment among the population. The standard 

deviation of 10.32 suggests variability in 

education levels across the urban areas 13-14. 

The association between poverty 

indicators and crime rates was statistically 

analyzed, and the results demonstrated a 

significant association. The p-values for the 

poverty indicators, including income level, 

unemployment rate, and education level, were 

all less than 0.05, indicating a statistically 

significant relationship with crime rates. This 

finding supports previous research that has 

highlighted the link between poverty and crime 
15. 

Specifically, the results revealed that 

higher poverty levels, higher unemployment 

rates, and lower education levels were 

associated with higher crime rates in the urban 

areas of Sindh. This suggests that 

socioeconomic factors play a crucial role in 

shaping crime rates, and areas with higher 

poverty levels are more susceptible to criminal 

activities. The findings underline the 

importance of addressing poverty and its 

associated factors as part of crime prevention 

and reduction strategies in urban areas 4.  

Furthermore, the analysis of different 

types of crimes highlighted the prevalence of 

specific offenses in the urban areas of Sindh. 

Theft emerged as the most common crime, 

with a crime rate of 41%, followed by burglary 

(14%), assault (23%), and drugs-related crimes 

(17%). The relatively low crime rate of 5% for 

"Others" indicates a lower occurrence of 

miscellaneous offenses. These findings can 

inform targeted interventions and policies 

aimed at addressing and reducing specific 

types of crimes 16. 

The current study employed a 

quantitative approach, utilizing a cross-

sectional design and a sample size of 150 

participants. While this design allows for the 

examination of associations between poverty 

indicators and crime rates, it is important to 

acknowledge its limitations. The cross-

sectional nature of the study limits the ability 

to establish causal relationships between 

poverty and crime. Longitudinal studies or 

experimental designs would provide more 

robust evidence in this regard 4, 17. 

This study contributed to the 

understanding of the association between 

poverty and crime rates in urban areas of 

Sindh, Pakistan. The results highlight the 

significance of poverty indicators, such as 

income levels, unemployment rates, and 

education levels, in shaping crime rates. The 

findings underscore the need for 

comprehensive policies and interventions that 

address poverty as a key factor in crime 

prevention and reduction efforts in urban areas. 

Future research could explore additional 

contextual factors and employ longitudinal 

designs to further deepen our understanding of 

the complex relationship between poverty and 

crime 11.  

CONCLUSION  
 The study "Unraveling the 

Association between Poverty and Crime Rates 

in Urban Areas: Causes, Consequences, and 

Policy Implications" found a significant 

association between poverty indicators and 

crime rates in urban areas of Sindh, Pakistan. 

Higher poverty levels, higher unemployment 

rates, and lower education levels were 

associated with higher crime rates. The 

prevalence of different types of crimes 

revealed theft as the most common crime, 

followed by burglary, assault, and drugs-
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related offenses. These findings emphasize the 

need for targeted policies and interventions 

that address poverty and its related factors to 

effectively reduce crime rates. Policymakers 

should prioritize efforts to alleviate poverty, 

improve education levels, and reduce 

unemployment rates to create safer urban 

environments in Sindh. Future research should 

explore longitudinal designs to further 

understand the dynamic relationship between 

poverty and crime over time. 
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