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This article examines how, since Pakistan's independence in 1947, 

military might has influenced the framework for national security in 

that nation. The significance of the military for territorial defense 

and internal security is discussed, emphasizing its ongoing role in 

protecting Pakistan's sovereignty, particularly in view of the 

country's ongoing conflicts with India. The concept of nuclear 

prohibition as an essential part of Pakistan's defensive posture 

against India is also taken into consideration, with a focus on the 

military's crucial role in developing the country's nuclear strategy. 

The study also criticizes the country's military-dominated 

government, which has been impeding democratic progress and 

socioeconomic development through years of authoritarian rule 

and military takeovers. The impact of the military's pervasive 

presence on Pakistan's foreign policy, specifically, its relations with 

China, the United States, and Afghanistan is also considered. The 

military's capacity to manage both internal and external threats at 

the same time is also investigated about internal security concerns, 

such as how to resolve ethnic and sectarian conflicts and carry out 

counterinsurgency operations. The paper highlights the difficulties 

of the military's hegemony over civilian government and long-term 

development, even as it acknowledges the military's critical role in 

maintaining national security. It ultimately makes the case for a 

balanced approach to security that blends military might with 

democratic and developmental aspirations in order to guarantee 

long-term peace and stability in Pakistan. 
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Introduction 

International politics considers a state's national power to be its defining characteristic. The 

intricate interactions between what are commonly known as the elements of national power form 

the foundation of any state's national power. These facets of national power include both tangible 

and intangible elements. The general population, economic circumstances, and national institutions 

are the most significant in defining a state's capacity for national power, even though geopolitics 

plays a significant role. Without a doubt, the military may contribute significantly to the capacity 

for national power in all states, whether they are developed or developing. Pakistan's geopolitical 

location is exceptional and unparalleled. 

Since its establishment in 1947, Pakistan's strategic framework has placed a strong emphasis on 

the role that military might plays in maintaining national security. The military has been crucial in 

forming political, economic, and diplomatic strategies in addition to defending Pakistan due to its 

geographical location and long-standing hostilities with neighboring India. The state's national 

security structure and military might have become entangled over time, which frequently reflects 

the necessity to keep a potent deterrent against regional enemies, chiefly India.  

Given Pakistan's reliance on military might to address both internal and external security threats, 

the military has increased its involvement in domestic affairs (Hussain, 2013). The military's 

responsibilities also include dealing with insurgencies, defending national sovereignty, and 

managing intricate relations with other superpowers, particularly China and the United States. 

Nonetheless, there are certain arguments against the military's hegemony in Pakistan's security 

environment. Critics contend that the military has created an imbalance by prioritizing defense and 

national security over civilian administration and socioeconomic growth.  

This has occasionally led to extended periods of military control, which erodes democratic 

institutions and increases political unrest. Although Pakistan's security is undoubtedly aided by its 

military might, its overwhelming influence may also obstruct larger initiatives for regional 

collaboration, peacebuilding, and the creation of more sustainable security policies (Rizvi, 2014). 

Assessing Pakistan's ability to manage its complicated security environment requires an 

understanding of the dual-edged nature of military influence. 

Literature Review 

There are armies dedicated to protecting their nation's boundaries, armies that defend their own 

social status, and armies that defend a cause or an ideal. The Pakistan Army is responsible for all 

three. Since the country's founding, it has helped to establish internal order and defend Pakistan's 

porous and often ill-defined borders; by leveraging its authority and special status within Pakistan, 

it ensured it had adequate soldiers, resources, and weapons. Last but not least, it has constantly 

considered itself as the unique incarnation of Pakistani ideals, and some officers have urged for an 

activist role in rectification or reform of the society when it failed to match the military's high 

standards  (Cohen, 2020) 

Numerous scholarly works have examined the significance of military might in Pakistan's national 

security, emphasizing how crucial it is to the development of the nation's political and military 

environments. Many academics contend that Pakistan's military has served as the mainstay of its 

national security strategy, particularly in light of the nation's long-standing war with India and its 

advantageous location in South Asia  (Kux, 2001). Pakistan's military is frequently called upon to 

handle internal security crises, including insurgencies and separatist movements, and is regarded as 

being crucial for both territorial defense and preserving internal stability (Khan, 2005). Nuclear 
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deterrence has also highlighted the significance of the military, with Pakistan's nuclear weapons 

program seen as a crucial component of its defense against India's military might (Perkovich, 

2006). 

A critical examination of the military's contribution to national security, however, offers a more 

complex view of its impact. Scholars have noted that Pakistan's political and economic 

advancement is frequently constrained by the military's hegemonic role in the nation's security 

sector. Some academics contend that this dependence on military might has fueled a cycle of 

military takeovers and authoritarian control, undermining democratic institutions and delaying 

essential governmental changes  (Fair, 2014). In addition, the military's involvement in Pakistan's 

foreign policy, particularly with regard to the United States, Afghanistan, and China, has created 

both opportunities and tensions, complicating the country's security situation (Rizvi, 2014). Raza 

(2010) examines the role of Pakistan's military since its inception, particularly its central role in 

shaping national security policy, and highlights how the military's involvement in governance, 

especially through coups, has influenced the country's security outlook. Raza believes that the 

military's control over foreign policy and defense strategy has been crucial in determining 

Pakistan's national security. 

Fair (2014) highlights the impact of military-centric strategies on Pakistan's foreign relations and 

internal security. The book also critically analyses how this approach affects Pakistan's strategic 

depth and national security, highlighting the tension between military priorities and civil 

governance. The book discusses the evolution of Pakistan's security policy, describing how 

military control over security decisions has led to a focus on deterrence against India. 

Khan (2016) focusses on Pakistan's war on terror and examines the military's participation in 

counterinsurgency operations. By critically examining the efficacy of military interventions in 

areas such as Baluchistan and FATA (Federally Administered Tribal Areas), Khan illuminates the 

ways in which these operations affect state sovereignty, civil-military relations, and national 

security. The study emphasizes how difficult it is for the military to strike a balance between 

external threats and internal security. Jaffrelot (2002) examines how Pakistan's military has shaped 

its foreign policy, especially its ties with the United States, Afghanistan, and India. He talks on 

how military control over strategic choices frequently results in aggressive policies that jeopardise 

Pakistan's long-term security, especially regional stability. According to Jaffrelot, the military 

frequently puts immediate security considerations ahead of longer-term diplomatic objectives 

when making strategic decisions. 

Haqqani (2005) the study critically evaluates the implications of nuclear deterrence for Pakistan's 

security posture, its impact on relations with India, and global security concerns. Haqqani 

highlights the role of the military in shaping Pakistan's nuclear strategy and the implications for 

both regional and global security. It also highlights the significance of Pakistan's nuclear weapons 

program in the military's strategic vision for national security. 

Siddiqa (2007) criticizes the military's expanding economic and political power in Pakistan, 

contending that its hold on the government threatens political stability and democratic governance 

in addition to influencing national security. She contends that the military's growing influence in 

political and economic affairs impedes the advancement of democracy and, in the end, 

compromises long-term security by upsetting the political order. 

Parsa (2012) examines the post-9/11 challenges for Pakistan’s national security, focusing on the 

military's role in the War on Terror and its implications for Pakistan's strategic security. The study 

critiques the shifting nature of military priorities, with a focus on balancing domestic security and 
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international obligations, especially about the U.S. Parsa discusses how the military's involvement 

in counterterrorism efforts has shaped both internal security and foreign policy decisions. 

The defence strategy of Pakistan is meticulously scrutinized by Khilji (2010), who underscores the 

decisive influence of the military in shaping strategic results. The author criticises the military 

power's involvement in politics and stresses the need for military might when it comes to 

safeguarding national security.  Khilji asserts that the military might is not a replacement for good 

governance and sustainable development. He believes it is not enough for the security and 

development of a nation, and he covers this topic in more depth in his book, "Pakistan's Security 

Paradox: Military Might, Civilian Governance, and Sustainable Development." 

Maley (2013) looks at Pakistan's internal security problems, giving particular attention to the 

military's role in countering insurgencies, ethnic strife, and terrorism. Maley critically examines 

how military responses have impacted social dynamics and national security policy, frequently at 

the expense of civil freedoms and human rights. The research indicates that while military 

involvement is essential for maintaining security, it typically helps to exacerbate domestic conflicts 

and diminish the value of long-term peace and stability. 

Historical Context 

Partition during the Early Years (1947–1950s) Pakistan's unresolved Kashmir issue with India 

posed an immediate threat to its national security after gaining independence in 1947. Pakistan's 

security situation is precarious as a result of the partition process, which was accompanied by 

widespread migration and intercommunal violence. The first Indo-Pakistani War (1947–1948) 

resulted from Pakistan's military's early emphasis on defending its borders, especially Kashmir. 

Although a truce and the creation of the Line of Control (LoC) were the outcomes of this conflict, 

Pakistan's military engagement in concerns of national security was solidified. The strategic 

necessity to oppose India's military might and the sense of vulnerability brought about by 

Pakistan's smaller size and population further cemented the establishment of the military as a key 

institution in defense. Military Modernization and Cold War Alliances (1950s–1960s) Pakistan had 

to deal with a more complicated security situation in the 1950s, especially as India's military might 

and influence grew. Pakistan looked to form partnerships with the West to counter this threat. 

During the Cold War, Pakistan sided with the United States and other Western nations by joining 

the Central Treaty Organization (CENTO) and the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO). 

The United States gave Pakistan weapons, equipment, and training to help it modernize its 

military. For payback, the U.S. wanted only one thing: to see Pakistan's nuclear bomb program 

halted. At first, it seemed to work. Then it didn't. Why not? And what can we learn from the failure 

of this 1960s strategy to apply to today's 21st century? 

The Second Indo-Pakistani War in 1965, which ended in a military standoff after both sides agreed 

to a truce, was caused by tensions over Kashmir. Notwithstanding the ambiguous conclusion of the 

conflict, the outcome compelled Pakistan to continue its long-standing policy of military 

preparation. It also increased the reliance on a national security component that emphasizes 

military might. The 1971 war represented a significant and fundamental shift in the security and 

military history of Pakistan, as did the loss of East Pakistan and the nuclear strategy over the 

subsequent decades. The defeat in that war, when East Pakistan became independent as 

Bangladesh, was such a staggering blow that the nation felt compelled to rethink both its military 

methods and its whole approach to security issues. The nation's disintegration underscored the 

military's failure and necessitated a much stronger defense posture, particularly in the face of 

India's military superiority. So Pakistan sought to establish a nuclear deterrent, and the military 

ordered a crash program to create a bomb. It was Zuleika Ali Bhutto, Prime Minister and daughter 
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of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who green-lighted the nuclear weapons program in the 1970s, and after 

India's nuclear test in 1974, ramped up the timetable for producing an actual bomb. By the 1980s, 

the military-dominated regime in Pakistan was counting on a nuclear Pakistan as part of its defense 

strategy. The military took the lead in Pakistan's nuclear policy, and the strategic focus moved 

from conventional combat to nuclear deterrent. In the meantime. 

Pakistan's military's position in regional security was further impacted by its participation in the 

Afghan-Soviet War (1979–1989). Pakistan used its military infrastructure to supply Afghan 

mujahedeen fighters with weapons, training, and logistical support, acting as a conduit for U.S. and 

Saudi assistance. Pakistan's military relations with the West were reinforced by this engagement, 

but it also led to the spread of weapons and the eventual emergence of militancy inside Pakistan's 

borders, which created security issues in the years that followed. The 1990s and the Afghan-Soviet 

War (Strategic Realignment) The Afghan-Soviet War in the 1980s had a significant impact on 

Pakistan's national security. As a frontline state in the Cold War, Pakistan's military was crucial in 

helping the Afghan resistance fight the Soviet invasion by serving as a strategic base. Pakistan's 

significance to U.S. strategic interests diminished, and with it, the funding. From 1982 to 1990, the 

U.S. invested $3.2 billion in Pakistan, most of it funnelled toward the military. The U.S. also 

worked closely with the Pakistan military and provided military hardware that had direct 

applications in the Afghan War, as well as a decade’s worth of ‘indirect impact payments’ to a 

military that was not always adverse to a ‘parallel economy’ fueled by drugs and arms. In the 

1990s, Pakistan refocused on its relations with India, especially after India conducted nuclear tests 

in 1998. In response to what was seen as an escalated nuclear threat from India, Pakistan bolstered 

its regional deterrence strategy by developing and testing its nuclear weapons. That ensured that 

power equations in the region, especially those involving military confrontations between India 

and Pakistan, would always factor in the nuclear equation. Pakistan was now a nuclear power, and 

it aimed as much at regional influence as it did at military deterrence. Internal Security in the Post-

9/11 Era (2000s–Present). 

Following 9/11, Pakistan's military transformed, and the country became an essential partner in the 

US-led War on Terror. Pakistan's military took the lead in combating the forces of the Taliban, 

who were in Afghanistan, and local terrorist groups that had made the tribal areas of the country 

their home. Counterterrorism operations conducted by the military within the borders of Pakistan, 

especially in the federally administered tribal areas and the North-West Frontier Province, were a 

central plank of national security policy. But during this period, there were also immensely 

escalating internal security issues, including insurgencies, sectarian violence, and a dangerously 

increasing level of militancy. The Pakistani army has come under criticism for having apparently 

two contradictory objectives: helping the U.S. with counterterrorism while maintaining 

relationships with some pretty nasty folks who operate mainly out of Afghanistan or Kashmir. 

Rather than reducing this dangerous internal contradiction, the army is elevating itself in the 

national security structure as it tries to sort out these contradictory requirements and keep the 

extremists, who are a growing threat to the country, at bay. The Role of the Military in Governance 

The military's pervasive participation in politics is among the most noteworthy aspects of 

Pakistan's national security history. Pakistan has experienced multiple military takeovers, with the 

army directly controlling the government in 1958, 1977, and 1999. 

The military frequently used national security, stability restoration, and economic growth as 

excuses for their actions. These takeovers demonstrated the military's conviction that it is 

responsible for safeguarding Pakistan's national security, particularly in times of political 

instability. 
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Even during periods of civilian rule, the military maintained a significant influence on key aspects 

of governance, particularly in the fields of intelligence, foreign policy, and defence. The Inter-

Services Intelligence (ISI) agency had a significant impact on Pakistan's foreign and security 

policies under military rule, especially its stance on the US, India, and Afghanistan. In this sense, 

the military's capacity for governance has often been regarded as an essential component of 

Pakistan's security structure. Current Security Concerns and Their Importance for Strategy. In 

recent years, Pakistan's national security strategy has been impacted by both internal and external 

issues. Because of Pakistan's continuous external tensions with India, particularly over the 

Kashmir issue and cross-border terrorism, military readiness is at the top of the list of national 

security concerns. Pakistan's security strategy has also taken a new turn due to its close ties to 

China, particularly through the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). In addition to 

providing economic benefits, these connections persuade Pakistan to join the wider geopolitical 

conflict between China and the United States. On a domestic level, the military remains crucial in 

combating rebel groups and resolving internal conflicts, such as violence between ethnic and 

sectarian groups. 

The military's role in maintaining internal security has expanded to include maintaining public 

order, combating terrorism, and maintaining peace, especially in regions where there is a high 

concentration of militant activity. 

Internal Security Challenges 

Sectarian violence, terrorism, political unrest, and extremism are some of Pakistan's security 

issues. The rise in militancy, particularly with the Taliban and other terrorist organisations 

operating both inside and outside of Pakistan's borders, has been one of the most pressing issues. 

These groups have caused instability in strategic regions such as Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the 

Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) by exploiting socioeconomic disparities, ethnic 

distinctions, and political vulnerability. In addition, sectarian violence has occurred in Pakistan, 

primarily between Sunni and Shia groups, which heightens internal conflicts and jeopardises social 

harmony. Through massive counterterrorism operations, the military and intelligence services have 

been instrumental in tackling these issues, especially in regions like North Waziristan where 

military offensives have upended militant networks. However, as long as these groups continue to 

seek safety along Afghanistan's porous borders and as long as political unrest and corruption 

continue to feed extremism, there is still a risk of internal security issues.  (Hussain, 2013). 

Securing Borders 

 Protecting our nation's borders in space, online, and on land, in the air, and at sea is vital.  

 Regarding ease of movement, economic activity, and ties with bigger objectives for 

economic connectedness, Pakistan is promoting "open and secure borders". 

 Military, paramilitary, and Law Enforcement Agencies (LEAs) have gained prominence in 

the recent war on terrorism. 

 LEAs are now more prevalent in both large cities and isolated rural places. Our 

paramilitary forces will be specifically trained and modernized to meet the demands of 

border security in the next decades.  
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Strategic Deference and Regional Balance 

Role of Military Power in Strategic Deference 

Pakistan's security system depends heavily on the use of military force in strategic defense, 

especially given its long-standing rivalry with India and status as a nuclear-armed state. The ability 

to effectively respond to both conventional and unconventional threats, deterrence, and military 

readiness are all components of strategic defense. Deterrence and defending its territorial integrity 

are the main goals of Pakistan's military strategy, especially against India, with whom it has fought 

three significant wars since gaining independence in 1947. ( Hoodbhoy, 2012) 

Deterrence and Nuclear Doctrine 

The nuclear capabilities of Pakistan is a fundamental component of its strategic defense. Soon after 

India's nuclear tests, in May 1998, Pakistan successfully carried out its first nuclear tests, 

solidifying its status as a nuclear power. Pakistan's military strategy has placed a strong emphasis 

on nuclear deterrence. The foundation of Pakistan's nuclear strategy is the idea of credible 

minimum deterrence, which aims to stop any possible enemy from attacking with nuclear weapons 

or waging war. Pakistan's nuclear weapons serve the strategic goal of preventing India from 

launching an aggressive attack without suffering disastrous repercussions, preserving the region's 

power balance. Experts like Pervez (Hoodbhoy 2012) assert that nuclear deterrence is a crucial 

component of Pakistan's defense strategy since it keeps the likelihood of a full-scale conflict 

between India and Pakistan low because both nations are aware of the disastrous consequences of 

nuclear escalation. Additionally, having nuclear weapons keeps any conventional military threats 

from turning into full-scale war, which has serious ramifications for national security. 

Conventional Military Readiness 

Pakistan maintains a sizable conventional military force to counter conventional threats, even if 

nuclear weapons are the ultimate deterrent. One of the biggest standing armies in the world, 

Pakistan's military is outfitted with a variety of cutting-edge weapons, such as tanks, fighter jets, 

artillery, and navy ships. Pakistan can retain defensive positions along its borders thanks to its 

conventional military capabilities, which also act as a deterrent against any possible conventional 

military strike. The military of Pakistan is also actively involved in keeping itself prepared for 

prompt mobilization in the event of an emergency. The defense of key areas, such the Line of 

Control (LoC), the disputed boundary with India in Kashmir, which has frequently been the scene 

of armed conflicts, is given top priority in the military doctrine. An extra line of defense is 

provided by Pakistan's air force and naval assets, which help it maintain control over key sea lanes 

and safeguard its airspace. (Siddiqa, 2013) 

The Role of Alliances and Partnerships 

Partnerships and alliances with other nations also help Pakistan's strategic defense. For instance, 

Pakistan's defense capabilities have been strengthened by the military's collaboration with China. 

In addition to providing Pakistan with military hardware, China is a vital strategic partner in the 

area that aids Pakistan in balancing India's military might. Additionally, Pakistan's participation in 

UN peacekeeping operations and membership in multilateral security forums like the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization (SCO) improve its standing in international security and provide doors 

for military collaboration with other regional actors. 
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Strategic Defense and Internal Security 

Pakistan's military is in charge of maintaining internal security in addition to dealing with external 

threats. In Pakistan, the military is essential in the fight against terrorism, insurgencies, and ethnic 

separatism. Targeting militant organizations and separatists in areas like FATA (Federally 

Administered Tribal Areas) and Baluchistan, operations like Zarb-e-Azb and Radd-ul-Fasaad have 

been essential to Pakistan's internal security efforts. These activities are essential to preserving the 

internal stability required for the state to function and making sure that outside threats cannot take 

advantage of internal conflicts. (Sagan, Waltz, 2003) 

Strategic Stability 

• In South Asia's security equation, nuclear deterrence is essential. 

• With the assistance of our conventional military capabilities, Pakistan's nuclear capability 

prevents war through full spectrum deterrence within the confines of credible minimum 

nuclear deterrence. 

• The region's strategic equilibrium is disturbed by India's growing nuclear arsenal, vague 

nuclear policy statements, investments in and introduction of destabilizing technologies, 

and more. 

• In order to maintain peace in the region, Pakistan must maintain its deterrence policy. 

Standard Military Threats 

• The likelihood of violent conflict has greatly increased as a regressive and perilous 

ideology has gripped the public conscience in our immediate neighborhood. 

• It is not possible to completely rule out the possibility that the adversary will use force on 

purpose. 

• In the event of a military blunder, Pakistan is dedicated to protecting its territorial integrity. 

• Gains in economic security will make it possible to allocate more funds for ensuring 

defense credibility by acquiring capabilities consistent with an expanding threat spectrum. 

Cyber Security Threats and its Information 

• The security and monitoring of communications and cyberspace are essential components 

of defense in the information age. 

• While new technologies and easier access to the internet have expanded people's freedoms 

and the information available to them, they have also exposed people and governments to 

spyware and data theft, as well as infrastructure systems to cyber-attacks. 

• Establishing strong mechanisms to guard cyber space from malicious use is crucial for our 

security because information and cyber warfare add a new dimension to our security 

challenges. 

• The necessary capabilities for a strong cyber security paradigm will be developed by 

replicating best practices in combating cyber threats. 
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Impact on Political and Economic Development 

Numerous studies have examined the effects of colonialism, institutional quality, and human 

capital on political and economic development. According to research, colonialism has had a long-

lasting effect on colonized nations' economic development, with many of them seeing slower rates 

of growth and development than their colonizers. (Johnson, Acemoglu, & Robinson, 2001). 

Economic development has also been proven to be significantly influenced by institutional quality, 

which includes elements like property rights, corruption, and the rule of law (North, 1990). 

Additionally, it has been demonstrated that human capital, which includes health and education, is 

a major factor in economic development and growth (Becker, 1962). In a sample of African 

nations, Easterly and Levine's (2003) study discovered that human capital and institutional quality 

were important indicators of economic success. 

Internal Security 

Opportunities and challenges 

• Terrorism is the most egregious way that a society attempts to have its stability and unity 

threatened. 

• Pakistan has a policy of having no tolerance for any organizations engaged in terrorism on 

its territory. 

• Pakistan has waged one of the most successful wars against terrorism in the last 20 years 

thanks to the nation's resolve and commitment. 

• Along with soft intrusion through various non-kinetic means, the use of terrorism has 

emerged as a preferred policy option for hostile actors. Terrorism is also used to obstruct 

and postpone development efforts. 

Sectarianism and extreme views 

• Pakistan is a multicultural country with many different ethnic groups, religions, sects, and 

languages.  

• Our society is challenged by extremism and radicalization motivated by racial or religious 

identity.  

• It is not acceptable for violent extremist ideologies to exploit and manipulate racial, 

religious, and sectarian divisions.  

• The promotion of societal tolerance in all its forms, as well as interfaith and intercultural 

harmony, will be given top priority.  

• To expand de-radicalization programs and advance a unified narrative against extremism, 

cooperation of religious scholars from all schools of thought will be sought.  

Findings 

 The main element is military might: Since its establishment in 1947, Pakistan's strategy has 

primarily focused on military might, which is crucial for plans pertaining to politics, the 

economy, diplomacy, and defense. 

 Because of Pakistan's exceptional geopolitical location, the military is crucial to national 

security, particularly when it comes to India, a neighbor. 
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 The military is increasingly influential in national matters, which is a sign of the country's 

rising dependence on military strength to deal with domestic and international security 

problems.  

 Assessments of military power: Detractors assert that the military's focus on national 

security and defense has distorted matters by preventing progress in the socioeconomic 

realm and in governance of the sort that a civilian leadership can provide. 

 Pakistan's democratic institutions are weakened, and political instability increased when the 

military controls the country's security environment. Such a scenario has highlighted the 

need for governance reforms in the country. 

 The security of the region is influenced by the policies of Pakistan, which are largely 

determined by its military. These policies have significant domestic and international 

security implications for Pakistan. They have also created an environment in which the 

types of collaborations and peace-building initiatives that are necessary to ensure regional 

security can't occur. 

 Nuclear deterrence 

 Pakistan's nuclear strategy is strongly influenced by the military, and the country's 

development of nuclear weapons has been seen as an essential part of its defense against 

the overwhelming conventional military power of India. 

 Actions aimed at fighting terrorism: A military counterterrorism operation has influenced 

decisions regarding internal and international security. The effect has been to put more 

emphasis on balancing security commitments between the domestic sphere and 

commitments made overseas. 

 Economic fallout: Pakistan's economic growth and military-civil relations are influenced by 

the military's significant economic input. 

 Preserving Pakistan's enduring national security and stability calls for a sustained balance 

among military power, the socioeconomic development of the civilian sector, and effective 

civilian governance. 

Conclusion 

To sum up, using military force for Pakistani national security involves many areas and numerous 

complexities. Hardly anything else in the national security establishment has quite so much public 

visibility or occupies so much public space—saving, of course, the Chief of Army Staff himself. 

And yet, while the public has a hard time missing the military, the civilian side of governance 

political institutions, and development in Pakistan has left the Pakistani public imagination so far 

as to be hardly visible at all. And yet, with the travelling security situation, the construction of 

security architecture, and 'sans serif \\"Development Through Force\\"' programs that the Pakistan 

military has, the image of the civilian side of national security and the promise of development 

through good governance must not stay behind this barbed wire fence of the public perception and 

imagination that the military has been seen to build in Pakistan. 

Recommendations 

 Military-Civil Communication Establish a structured interface between military and 

civilian officials to guarantee an effective national security response. 
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 Institutional Reforms Implement reforms to the institutions to strengthen democratic 

institutions like the judiciary, parliament, and civilian administration. 

 A counterterrorism strategy: Develop a comprehensive counterterrorism strategy that 

balances community engagement, socioeconomic development, and military intervention. 

 The transition from military-centric security to people-centric security increasingly moves 

the focus of national security away from the military and toward the civilian sphere, 

bestowing top priority on the three-pillar concept of socioeconomic development, civilian 

governance, and human security. 

 Collaboration at the regional level to handle common security issues like terrorism, 

extremism, and nuclear proliferation, and pursue regional cooperation and diplomacy. 

 The diversification of the economy Pakistan's economy should be encouraged to encourage 

civilian-led economic growth and lessen reliance on military-related sectors. 

 Awareness and Education Encourage education and understanding regarding the 

significance of human security, democratic government, and the balance between the 

military and civilians. 

 Building Institutional Capacity Boost the ability of civilian institutions to provide efficient 

governance and oversight, such as the legislature, courts, and bureaucracy. 

 Nations working together in international engagement and aid can help Pakistan to achieve 

its desired democratic form of government, full human security for all citizens, and a robust 

balance between the military and civilian parts of government. Otherwise, Pakistan's dire 

problems might drag down many citizens in that country toward the kinds of lives they 

would not choose for themselves. 

 Regional Establishments to advance regional cooperation and diplomacy, get involved with 

regional organizations like the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 

(SAARC). 

 The United Nations works together with the UN to gain access to peacebuilding projects, 

capacity-building programs, and technical assistance 

 Parliamentary supervision to guarantee accountability and transparency, strengthen 

parliamentary supervision of military actions and spending. 

 Reforms in the judiciary 

 Institute judicial reforms to ensure the independence, fairness, and efficiency of the 

judiciary in enforcing the rule of law and human rights. 

 Freedom of the Media Encourage media independence and freedom to make sure the 

government and military are held responsible for their deeds. 

 Engagement of Civil Society: Promote civil society involvement and engagement in 

national security decision-making to guarantee that a range of viewpoints are reflected. 

 Strengthening systems that ensure the protection of human rights is essential to achieving 

the core objectives of the Council. These objectives are to stop abuses of human rights and 
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ensure that individuals and states held accountable for violating human rights are brought 

to justice. 

 Disaster Assistance: Formulate a comprehensive disaster management plan that balances 

military and civilian responses to humanitarian crises and natural disasters. 

 Security: Create a national cybersecurity policy that strikes a balance between military and 

civilian methods of thwarting and countering online threats. 

 Development of the Economy to address the underlying causes of insecurity and advance 

human security, giving economic development and poverty alleviation priority. 
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