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This research investigated how truck art maintains native 

artistic customs in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK). The study 

analyzed truck art by using visual analysis as the main 

approach to investigate its cultural functions including identity 

maintenance and social commentary and cultural expression. 

The evaluation revealed cultural symbolism and identity as its 

first theme while religious and spiritual expression followed as 

the second theme before national pride and political messages 

emerged as the third theme and emotional and social 

commentary served as the fourth theme. Every theme within 

the study showcased how truck art develops its distinctive bond 

with local cultural communities while sustaining their 

traditional and religious principles. The comprehensive study 

illustrated how truck art functions as a powerful visual 

communication tool because of its colorfulness and inscription 

poetry as well as its animal designs and religious visual 

language. The study findings received backing from fieldwork 

photographs that showed the extensive diversity of this artistic 

tradition. Truck art acts as a primary preserver and 

transmitter of indigenous heritage which delivers dual 

aesthetic and cultural importance in a society that experiences 

modernization. 
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Introduction 

Truck art presents itself as both visual ornamentation and a mobile living tradition which reflects 

many aspects of indigenous creativity, cultural identity and visual storytelling expressions. These 

regions depend on road transport for their social and economic connections so truck art makes 

ordinary vehicles become elaborate artistic masterpieces of folk expression. The transportable 
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artworks combine different artistic components including decorative floral designs combined with 

poetic verses and sacred emblems along with animal representations and depictions of places or 

admired individuals from the area (Ansari & Nawaz, 2024). This vibrant visual communication 

method emerges from three forces that include history as well as tradition alongside the need to 

project personal and cultural messages for public viewing. As an artistic tradition vehicle 

transform into objects which go beyond their functional value as they express both personal 

feelings along with local traditions and unite people sharing common bond (Liu, 2025).  

The unique feature which distinguishes truck art from decorative art forms is its deliberate 

combination of private and communal elements. Drivers typically work together with professional 

artisans who incorporate personal memories together with beliefs and values into truck designs. A 

truck displays multiple artistic compositions featuring relatives whose pictures bring safety 

through religious texts which represent life philosophy through created slogans. These elements 

simultaneously convey standard culture themes which can be recognized by people who reside in 

the same social and spirit realm. Truck art decorative elements commonly depict mountains to 

symbolize hometowns in addition to their capacity for evoking bonding sentiments among 

residents of those towns (Goldhahn et al., 2021) The symbolism of a winged bird signifies freedom 

and a tiger embodies both power and resilience in motor vehicle decoration. Through truck art the 

driver creates personal autobiographical art that doubles as cultural commentary to personalize 

vehicles and to celebrate traditional values which suffer marginalization within mainstream artistic 

expressions (Sturm, 2023).  

The decorative nature of truck art actively fights against the complete disappearance of traditional 

artwork styles during an era that promotes industrial standards while promoting cultural sameness. 

In those settings controlled by globalization drivers utilize truck art as an explicit manual 

declaration of individuality which counters mass manufacturing focused on standardization rather 

than artful expression (Corey, 2023). Truck art defines itself as a purposeful hand-made expression 

of being one-of-a-kind. Food preservation techniques transferred through generations show both 

technical mastery and close cultural ties to the community’s traditional heritage. The traditional 

brushstrokes in truck art function as memorials while simultaneously taking back areas and serving 

to show that cultural origins can transform independently. Truck art serves as a compelling topic 

for academic research about visual anthropology alongside cultural sustainability and creative 

resistance because of its connection between artistic form with purpose and cultural meaning 

(Carter, 2021). 

Research Objectives  

1. To explore the historical development and evolution of truck art. 

2. To analyze the aesthetic features and symbolism of truck art. 

3. To assess the socio-cultural impact of truck art in preserving cultural heritage. 

Literature Review 

The traditional folk art of Truck art shines through its vivid designs as it functions as a major 

practice for protecting and displaying native artistic heritages. Artist decorate trucks buses along 

with other vehicles with bright colors and detailed patterns and symbolic markings to transform the 

vehicles into creatively designed mobile artworks. Throughout the years this artistic practice 

transformed into a contemporary blend between original skills and contemporary elements. The 

emerging global understanding of truck art has established it as both a cultural heritage and a 

sustainable public artwork which maintains native cultural heritage in modern times Academic 
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research has analyzed the multi-dimensional cultural aspects of truck art since they see it as both 

an expression of regional identity and a guardian of artistic heritage as well as a storytelling 

medium. 

Historical Background 

The art movement began in the middle of the twentieth century from vehicle owners personalizing 

their trucks. Motorists used truck decoration as a personalizing approach to decorate their vehicles 

while expressing their community traditions and religious beliefs during the early twentieth 

century. During the early stages of truck art decoration artists kept designs basic with religious 

representations and patterns that showcased community customs as well as individual personality 

elements (Sachs, 2023).  This artistic practice changed from its starting point to develop 

sophisticated designs which integrated owner personal preferences with prevailing cultural and 

social patterns. 

Modern society recognizes truck art as a public art form thanks to its evolution starting during the 

1970s. During this time the truck moved from its functional status to a mobile visual art form. The 

growing popularity of truck art occurred during a time when new industrial trends and increasing 

transportation infrastructure appeared across society. Trucks developed into mobile representations 

of regional diversity after they started crossing different regions because they blended artistic 

cultural expressions with traditional folklore and political messages. The sophistication of truck art 

increased through its incorporation of expanded visual elements alongside cultural symbols which 

demonstrated owner identity together with cultural shares and regional memorials. Modern truck 

art emerged as a recognizable driving feature of North Indian landscapes following the 20th 

century because of its decorative potential and storytelling capabilities (Bess, 2025). 

Aesthetic Features and Symbolism 

The main characteristic of truck art includes employing strong bright colors. Red yellow green and 

blue create the dominant theme of truck artistic designs which make these vehicles noticeable and 

attractive for viewers from a distance. The colorful intricate embellishments of truck art envelop 

the entire truck body and wheel area as well as the window region during decoration processes. 

The decorative components in truck art feature floral motifs alongside geometric figures and 

animal portraits together with scenes of landscapes and human subjects which contain symbolic 

concepts (Mahmood, 2025). 

Floral patterns in truck art symbolism reflect growth alongside natural beauty and the natural 

world but geometric forms imply balance and order together with harmony. Truck owners often 

use religious imagery such as faith symbols and divine pictures and holy text fragments to 

showcase their spiritual beliefs. Through truck art there exist visual records that preserve the 

community's historical events together with mythical characters and national heroes as well as 

collective cultural stories (Holtzschue, 2025). Truck art contains symbolic elements that operate 

not only for ornamentation yet also act as a means of communication. Different aspects within a 

design system transmit particular meanings that reflect either personal identity or personal values 

or future vision. The cultural meaning behind truck art also separates it into two categories of 

representation: religious leaders or political leaders’ express devotion but animal depictions 

represent power. Through the truck owners express their personal narratives as well as collective 

experiences and basic beliefs alongside their aspirations using trucks as cultural communication 

platforms for shaping personal and cultural identities (Shabir et al., 2025). 
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Socio-Cultural Significance 

The socio-cultural space depends on traditional truck art because it gives social classes along with 

marginalized communities an opportunity to show their culture through self-expression and pride. 

Truck owners view decorating their vehicles as more than cosmetic practice since vehicle 

embellishment lets them display their public identity and cultural symbols. Truck art stands as an 

outlet through which inhabitants of lower economic groups can express both their cultural 

traditions along with their personal life philosophy and local narratives. Using a movable truck 

object enables people to represent culture through its design since formal artistic expression 

channels remain inaccessible to many populations (Butt, 2025). 

The artistic contribution of truck art maintains traditional artistic forms in regions affected by 

cultural assimilation from modernization and global cultural change. The practice of truck art 

enables native artistic skills including hand painting and woodwork and calligraphy to persist 

through their integration with contemporary artistic expression methods. Through cultural 

resistance truck art functions as a protective method which enables local artisans to hold onto their 

traditional work during industrialization together with globalization. Visual artistic traditions are 

preserved through this practice because it provides regular contact with these cultural practices to 

upcoming generations (Khan et al., 2025) The social world values represented within truck art 

mirror the communal traditions of the artistic creators. Through the artistic practice of truck art 

individuals show both their personal identity and their participation in community values together 

with social developments and shared aspirations (Chalermpong et al., 2025) 

Truck Art as Cultural Heritage and Global Recognition 

The worldwide recognition of truck art has been possible through international cultural exchanges 

and exhibitions as well as workshops aimed at establishing its status as a cultural heritage asset. 

International recognition of truck art brought both new opportunities and challenges for something 

that had been essential to regional cultural life in the past. Increased visibility of truck art created 

opportunities which allowed artists to display their work to worldwide viewers who have engaged 

in partnerships with international museums and galleries and artists. The commercialization of 

truck art encounters criticism because it threatens to lower its cultural value (Kailash, 2009).  

The cultural significance of truck art as an essential element of various regional traditions 

continues to increase thus prompting preservation initiatives for intangible cultural heritage status. 

Several programs utilizing local festivals together with cultural initiatives and academic studies 

focus on demonstrating how truck art protects indigenous artistic techniques while facilitating 

cultural understanding between diverse cultures. Truck art has become recognized as universal folk 

art across different territories because its global exhibitions have displayed its regional heritage 

which connects through universal themes involving cultural expression and identity. 

Modern-day tourists have boosted truck art popularity which expanded its worldwide interest. 

Truck art's vibrant characteristics drive numerous visitors to become interested in it thus making it 

crucial for cultural tourism activities (Mensah & Nyong, 2022).  The modern demand for truck art 

resulted in its transformation into a cultural export where artisans can now access new markets 

inside Pakistan and around the world. The commercial focus on truck art presents challenges 

regarding how long the art will endure in its current form and possible instances of improper 

cultural adaptation. The living heritage of truck art maintains its active impact as a traditional art 

form because indigenous artists demonstrate their skills while traditional artistic practices succeed 

in adapting to current global influences (Graf & Kantel, 2025). 
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Methodology 

This research employed qualitative methods to study truck art as a means for preserving 

indigenous artistic heritage across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK).Data collection was completed 

through visual analysis by taking photographs of trucks throughout different regions of Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa to study their exclusive decorative elements. The researcher conducted visual 

analysis of patterns together with colors along with thematic content which allowed them to 

decipher how artwork revealed regional identity as well as cultural values and historic context. The 

study used thematic analysis to detect frequent motifs whereas comparative analysis showed 

different stylistic features in separate regions. The researcher protected participant privacy through 

anonymous measures and all truck owners and professionals gave their consent to join the study. 

Through visual analysis interpretation researchers obtained crucial findings about cultural 

abundance in truck art though the study acknowledged its subjective interpretative approach. The 

research approach adopted an advanced method to assess how truck art preserves and shows 

indigenous art traditions across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK). 

Results and Discussion 

This research analyzes Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) truck art which leads to major findings shown 

in the results and discussion segment. Truck artwork contains themes that demonstrate cultural 

elements along with religious aspects and political statements and emotional expressions. The 

analysis of each theme includes expansive descriptive discussions together with interpretive 

explanations of field observed visual elements. The analysis included photographic visual 

representations which both supported the interpretation and made the analysis more understandable 

regarding symbolic meanings and aesthetic styles. The research study revealed four primary 

themes that researcher identified 

Cultural Symbolism and Identity 

Narration 1: 

The most noticeable truck art element consists of traditional symbols which include peacocks 

together with tigers along with eagles. These decorative elements surpass their aesthetic value to 

symbolize the combination of pride with strength and beauty that echo with traditional local 

cultural ideals. These common motifs demonstrate a strong bond which exists between truck art 

and native cultural identity in the region. The visual symbols of this art displayed important 

narratives about local traditions and cultural heritage as well as storytelling customs. 

Narration 2: 

The artwork displayed floral motifs which sixty percent contained both roses and lotuses that 

functioned as core symbolic elements. The verses obtained from local languages combined with 

flowers enabled the artistic transmission of natural appreciation and standard poetic traditions from 

the local cultural group. During travel between various destinations the portable art canvas truck 

art protected its traditional aesthetic characteristics. 
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Religious and Spiritual Expressions 

Narration 1: 

All truck sides featured religious themes including “Mashallah,” “Allah” and “Ya Ali” across all 

surfaces from front to rear. The artists concealed spiritual phrases between complex designs to 

make them visible to others as hidden religious aspects of truck drivers. The religious symbolism 

in truck art found its expression through the artistic union of gold along with green hues. The 

mutual connection between art and spirituality is clearly visible in the domains of portable and 

publicly accessible areas. 

Narration 2: 

The truck graphics included shrine illustrations with halo or beam representations for the portrayed 

figures. The artists have painted portraits of saints who served specific geographic areas during 

their lives. Religious advertisements made from mobile billboards show images which offer 

spiritual blessings through their traveling motor vehicle displays. 
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National Pride and Political Sentiments 

Narration 1: 

The truck aesthetics encompassed flags together with eagles as well as well-known national 

landmarks which included mountains. Pictures used in patriotic events expressed patriotic 

sentiments with obvious nationalist elements in their presentation. Such features demonstrate how 

artistic truck decoration functions as a tool to reflect political togetherness while expressing the 

identity of the nation. 

Narration 2: 

Paintings of politicians appeared on both truck backs and sides but these decorations varied based 

on different appearances. Different public figures appeared in the illustrations through saturated 

color artwork that featured decorative stripes circling the compositions. Through this practice 

members could understand how truck art functions as a political tool to represent political 

relationships by making politicians tangible through memories. 

 

Social Commentary and Emotional Expression 

Narration 1: 

Multiple trucks display verses together with quotations to express both romantic and passionate 

and mourning feelings. Pictures along with sorrowful writing forms appeared with depictions of 

crying sadness and failing hearts on the trucks. The artistic expression presented an aesthetic 

attestation that reveals the capabilities of this artistic form to enable drivers to portray their 

personal narratives alongside enabling the owners to experience relief. 

Narration 2: 

Many trucks combined practicality with humorous art while their illustrations and wording 

addressed everyday social life. The people used artistic methods to symbolically create community 

awareness while helping it grow through their new takes on comic literature. Throughout Pakistani 
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society truck art functions as an instructive tool which delivers emotional perceptions alongside 

artistic expression that includes vocal elements. 

 

Discussion 

The findings show that this art constitutes as an indigenous art through which trucks commute 

between locations. Research on trucks operating in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) showed four 

major themes which exposed cultural aspects found in this artistic practice. This traditional art 

blend expresses that culture functions by connecting the historic heritage with contemporary 

community identity in this region (Ansari & Nawaz, 2024).  The truck owners decorate their 

vehicles with artwork for two main purposes: to create beautiful trucks and to establish art 

sequences which will preserve memories of the past through history paintings. 

Religious and spiritual elements within truck art show evidence of a spiritual or devotional quality. 

The trucks function as transport vehicles through the religious expressions which include 

''Mashallah'' and holy man artwork that demonstrates divine protection for these holy vehicles. 

Laborers in the transport industry prioritize religious activities because their work includes 

spiritually themed paintings and visually attractive artwork. 

Truck art expresses patriotism by including representations of flags together with nation portraits 

and building structures within its design. Through truck artwork people achieve public history 

consciousness by creating a practical aesthetic while artists use it to show their political beliefs and 

memberships (Ansari & Nawaz, 2024).  The external truck artwork displays motifs yet contains 

inside meanings about love alongside sorrow along with humor and determination. The evaluation 

verifies truck art as a complex cultural manifestation which explores the symbolic meaning of 

aesthetic imagination in depth (Bess, 2025). Beyond mere decoration the artwork possesses 
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advanced compositional structures which function to offer stories along with backing traditional 

societal customs and reflecting actual societal conditions. 

Conclusion 

Studies reveal that truck art in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa performs the dual role of decorative art 

combined with a saving instrument which shows local cultural heritage and identity. Through 

combining visual symbols with poetic inscriptions and religious motifs truck art maintains and 

shows the faith beliefs and traditional values tied to its featured traditional communities. The 

trucks serve as mobile art that represents various social traditions from their provinces which turns 

roads into streets showcasing living traditional practices. The artworks unite both visual appeal and 

verbal expressions that communicate feelings of pride besides devotion and patriotism while 

creating intense emotional reactions. The truck art practice allows both the study of truck owners 

and artists and overall societal perspectives. The ongoing advancement of modernization depends 

on continuous efforts to protect truck art since it represents indigenous cultural heritage by nature. 

The documentation of visual language enables better comprehension of folk art as well as 

contemporary cultural heritage evaluation of local identity. 
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